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Learning Objectives 

The learning objectives of this course are as follows: 

● To develop an understanding of the key concepts of research in Humanities and Social 

Sciences. 

● To train students to select and apply appropriate research methods for a given research 

question. 

●  

 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this course, students will be able to- 

● understand and articulate the role of research methodology in informing and advancing 

knowledge in Humanities and Social Sciences research. 

● select and apply appropriate research methods to answer research questions in 

Humanities and Social research. 

SYLLABUS OF DSE-04G 

 

Unit 1: Concepts and Issues in Humanities and Social Sciences Research (9 Hours) 

Defining research; theory and theory construction; philosophical paradigms of research; 

ethical implications; reviewing literature; issues and challenges in humanities and social 

sciences research 

 

Unit 2: Quantitative Research Design (12 Hours) 

Survey Design (developing a questionnaire, collecting data on an appropriate sample, 

analysing different statistical methods (using SPSS)); 

 

Correlational Design (using an appropriate data collection tool, collect data and analyse using 

appropriate statistics and interpret the findings (using SPSS))



 

 

Unit 3: Qualitative Research Design (12 Hours) 

Case Study (approach this design using appropriate sampling technique, interview/ observation 

to collect data (primary and secondary) and analyse the data using thematic analysis/ narrative 

analysis/ IPA etc.) 

 

Use of content analysis, textual analysis, discourse analysis and critical discourse analysis for 

qualitative research design. 

 

Unit 4: Mixed Research Design (12 Hours) 

Approach this topic by using both quantitative and qualitative data to answer a research 

question, integrate and analyse the mixed data. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

1. Creswell, J. W. and Creswell, J. D. 2018. Research Design: Qualitative, 

Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches. 5th Ed. SAGE Publications. 

2. Flick, U. 2017. An Introduction to Qualitative Research. 5th Ed. SAGE Publications 

Private Limited. 

3. Neuman, L. 2014. Social Research Methods: Pearson New International Edition: 

Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 7th Ed. Pearson India Education. 

4. Wertz, F. J., Charmaz, K., McMullen, L. M., Josselson, R., Anderson, R., McSpadden, 

E. 2011. Five Ways of Doing Qualitative Analysis: Phenomenological Psychology, 

Grounded Theory, Discourse Analysis, Narrative Research, and Intuitive Inquiry. 1st 

Ed. Guilford Press. 

5. Yin, R. K. 2015. Qualitative Research from Start to Finish. 2nd Ed. Guilford Press. 

6. Yin, R. K. 2017. Case Study Research and Applications. 6th Ed. SAGE Publications 

Private Limited. 

 

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch, 

University of Delhi, from time to time. 
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