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Code 

Credits Credit distribution of the course Eligibility 
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Pre-requisite 
of the course 
(if any) 

Lecture Tutorial Practical/ 
Practice 

Life in 
German-
Speaking 
Countries 

4 3 1 0 ? ? 

 
Learning Objectives   
 
The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows: 

• To introduce the learner to various aspects of contemporary culture (films, art, 

education system etc.) in Germany and German-speaking countries. 

 
Learning outcomes  
 
The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows: 

• To initiate learners to the culture and civilization of Germany and German-speaking 

countries. 

• To provide knowledge about education systems, home, family, leisure activities, 

festivals, politics, tourism, physical geography of Germany and German-speaking 

countries. 

• To introduce the students to the great thinkers of Germany and German-speaking 

countries in the areas of literature, cinema, art etc. 

• To enable students to understand and analyse cultural aspects of Germany and German-

speaking countries and develop an intercultural competence among students. 

 

 
 
SYLLABUS OF DSE-1   
 
UNIT – I (3 Weeks) 
Detailed contents 
Basic knowledge of various cultural and civilisational aspects of Germany and 

German-speaking countries, such as daily lives and routines of an average person, 

home, family, leisure activities, festivals etc.  

 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC ELECTIVE COURSE – 1 (DSE-1): 
Life in German speaking Countries. 



UNIT – II (3 Weeks) 
Basic knowledge of education systems, politics etc.  

 
UNIT – III (3 Weeks) 
Basic knowledge of tourism, physical geography etc. 

 
UNIT – IV (3 Weeks) 
Great thinkers of Germany and other German speaking countries. 

 
UNIT – V (3 Weeks) 
Introduction to literature, cinema, art of Germany and other German speaking countries. 

 
Practical component (if any) - NIL 
 
 
Essential/recommended readings 

1. Williams, J., (2011). Weimar Culture Revisited. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
2. Schräder, B., Schebera, J. (1987). Die „goldenen“ zwanziger Jahre. Kunst und 

Kultur der Weimarer Republik. Köln: Hermann Bohlaus. 

3. Kolb, E., Schumann, D. (2012). Die Weimarer Republik. 8. erw. 

Aufl. München/Wien: Oldenbourg. 

4. Schräder, B., Schebera, J. (2010). Deutschland nach der 

Wiedervereinigung. Deutsche Einheit. Bundeszentrale für politische 

Bildung. APUZ 30-31. 

5. Koch, Gertrud (ed.). (1999). Bruchlinien. Tendenzen der Holocaustforschung. 

Kӧln: Bӧhlau Verlag. 

6. Heimrod, Ute (ed.). (1999). Der Denkmalstreit – das Denkmal? Die Debatte 

um das “Denkmal für die ermordeten Juden Europas”. Berlin/Wien: Philo. 

7. Rumpler, H., Urbanitsch, P. (eds.). (2006). Die Habsburgermonarchie 1846-

1918. Politische Öffentlichkeit und Zivilgesellschaft . Wien: VÖAW. 

8. Caduff, C., Sorg, R. (eds.). (2004). Nationale Literaturen heute – ein Fantom 

? Tradition und Imagination des Schweizerischen als Problem. München: 

Fink Wilhelm GmbH + CoKG. 

9. Pautz, H. (2005). Die deutsche Leitkultur. Eine Identitätsdebatte. Stuttgart: ibidem. 
10. Ohlert, M. (2014). Zwischen « Multikulturalismus » und « Leitkultur ». 

Berlin: Springer VS. 

Additional material will be provided by the Department. 
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