BA (Prog.) with History as Major
Category I1

. DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC CORE COURSE (DSC-1): History of India from carlicst

times up to c. 300 CE

CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE

Course title & | Credits | Credit distribution of the course | Eligibility | Pre-requisite

Code Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/ criteria of the course
Practice (if any)

History of India |4 3 1 0 12" Pass | NIL

from earliest times

up to ¢. 300 CE

Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

This course explores various historical phases and processes of Indian history from prehistoric
period to early historic centuries through the lens of archaeological and literary evidence. An
overview of various transformations, cultural shifts, developments in all aspects from the earliest
times up to the phase of Empire building is provided to the learner. Alongside the pan-Indian
historical changes, it also focuses on regional diversities.

Learning outcomes

The Learning Outcomes of this course are as follows:

e Explain the importance of various sources for study of prehistory and proto-history

e Distinguish between civilization and culture, particularly in the context of the Harappan
civilization

e Locate the developments related to the introduction of Iron in early societies leading to
urbanism and state formation

e Outline the key features of the Mauryan period.

e Locate the shift of historical focus from Gangetic belt to newer areas alongside the process of
assimilation.

SYLLABUS OF DSC-1

Unit I: Sources for interpreting early Indian history (4 hours)

Unit II: Survey of Prehistoric Cultures: Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic. (8 hours)

Unit III: Harappan Civilization: early urbanism, town planning, economy, cultural patterns and
decline. (8 hours)

Unit IV: Vedic and Megalithic cultures: an overview (8 hours)
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Unit V: Second urbanization, material and social changes, Buddhism and Jainism. (8 hours)

Unit VI: The Mauryan Empire: administration, economy, Ashoka's Dhamma, pillars and rock edicts
(8 hours)

Unit VII: Early Tamilkam: Survey of Sangam literature, polity, economy and society (8 hours)

Unit VIII: Post Mauryan age: polity economy, society and culture with special reference to
Satvahanas and Kushanas (8 hours)

Practical component (if any) - NIL

Essential/recommended readings
Unit I: In this Unit the students shall be introduced to the varied sources, their scope and limitations,
for reconstructing the early history of India. (Teaching Time: 4 hours approx.)
e Chakrabarti, D.K. (1990). India: An Archaeological History. New Delhi: OUP (Chapter 7)
e Goyal, S.R. (1995). The Coinage of Ancient India. Jodhpur: Kusumanjali Prakashan.

o ST 3. T, UF . TH. AHT. (2000) YA R &7 sfdgr. fEeell : Redr AreaH

FrTaY e, e [eafagarer. qaiee. 3rear 2)

e  Salomon, Richard. (1998). Indian Epigraphy. Delhi: OUP.
e Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 2)

o AT, 3R, TH. (2000). TRTEHE AR &I ITATTGS 3R 3nfdw sfagr. ool : Redr

HIETH HAaY Heemed, e farafdeme. (ream 2)

e Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 1)

o g, 3. (2016). YT TS IF FEAHTCNT R I S{AGTH: TTNIOT el § 1287 relredy

. 73 el TRT=. (31¢a1 1)

e  Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chapter 1)

o AR, AFFWT. (2008). THTeNT HRE : TRFH F 1300 5.9 Eoel: fEwdl AreaH swrdieay

e emery, el feafaeamer. (3ream 1)

Unit II: This Unit delineates the transition from hunting gathering to food producing societies,

familiarizing the students with their subsistence patterns and material cultures. (Teaching
Time: 2weeks approx.)

e Agrawal, D.P. (1982) The Archaeology of India: London and Malmo: Curzon Press (All
chap-ters)

e Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapter 3-5)

e Jain, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Chapter 3-5)

o 3. &1 F. (2008) HRA 1 yrEiAEE 3R 3T A, UH aciied. d e, D.K.
Print-world. (37€3TA 3-5)
o STAHATS fagelT (1987) R g o 3Tfe; TROT hr Fo@T. feeelr: Tarfa dfeerehere
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Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapters 2 and 3)

e, 3. (2016). Uit Ta qd AEAHTCl R HT STAETE: AToI0T el & 1247 raredy
. 715 feall. TORAE. (37eamT 2 3R 3)

Unit III: This Unit will enable students to gain an understanding of the various facets of early

urbanism as witnessed during the Harappan civilization. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Allchin, Bridget and Raymond Allchin. (1997). Origin of a Civilization: The Prehistory and
Early Archaeology of South Asia. New Delhi: Viking. (Chapters 6-9)

Ratnagar, Shereen.(2001). Understanding Harappa: Civilization in the Greater Indus Valley.
New Delhi: Tulika. (All Chapters)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (Chapter 4)

e, 3M0eR. (2016). TheT T qaT AEAHTCN HRA I STAGTH: UTNT0T el § 1247 QraredT
. =75 feeall. RATRTe. (374 4)

Yaferdrer. . &. 3R Hehel THIG el (2003) THEY FEFA oTES: 3ca’ TG 2T ey
TEATA LN T Ug TEHIOT. (T 37T

Unit I'V: The Unit shall discuss the advent of material cultures and communities that developed the

use of iron technology in the northern and southern parts of the subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 8 hours approx.)
Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 2)

Tehddl. YUTER. (2012) AR Sfdgr. 3nfcerrel. 73 fGeell. RTUc seldheas. (eI
2)

Jain, V. K. (2006). Pre and Protohistory of India. New Delhi: D.K. Printworld. (Appendix I)
ST, Al &, (2008) AR &I IR 3R 3T 3. T 3iddlihe. o5 fgeell. D.K.

Print-world (GRTrse I)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 3)

Majumdar, R.C. and Pusalkar A.D., (ed.): The History and Culture of Indian People. Vol. I:
Vedic Age.

Moorti, Udayaravi S. (1994). Megalithic Culture of South India. Varanasi: Ganga Kaveri.

Sharma, R.S. (1995). Perspectives in Social and Economic History of Early India. New
Delhi: Munshiram Manoharlal. (Chapter 11)

QMHAT, 3R, TH. (2000). YRTEHF HRA &1 3w 3R arnfos sfagm. ol : R
HIETH FAead e, fGeel farafaearea. GreamT 11)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
Uni-versity Press (Chapter 1)
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Unit V: This unit shall familiarize the students with major political and social transformations

alongside religious ferment that unfolded from roughly c. 600 BCE to c. 300 BCE. (Teaching
Time: 12 hours approx.) '

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 3)

Tshad. TOTER. (2012) AR sfagr. nfeewre. a8 Ceell. NRUCH soleredst. (LA™
3)

ST, 3. UA. T4 &, UH. AAT. (2000) 9 9RA 7 sfcderd. el : f@edr Areas

Fread e, el [aeafaemerd. gaaest. (31EAUR 6 and 7)

Jha, D. N. (2004). Early India: A Concise History. Delhi: Manohar. (Chapter 4)

Sahu, B.P. (ed.) (2006), Iron and Social Change in Early India, OUP, Delhi (Introduction)
Sharma, R.S. (1983). Material Culture and Social Formations in Ancient India. New Delhi:
Macmillan. (Chapters 6 and 7)

AT, 3R . TH. (2008) AT HARA H ifas FEFid T AT FIATL. IsTehdel
TehTeTe. (31T 6 3R 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2002). Early India from the Origins to AD 1300. New Delhi: Penguin.
(Chap-ter 5)

IR, ATHAT. (2008). I Flelled HRA: TRFEH F 1300 §. aeh. feoell : el ameas
Fri=ad fecgeme, el fazafaearer. (3ream 5)

Unit VI: This Unit shall introduce students to the evolving administrative framework, economy and

concept of Dhamma during the Mauryan Empire. (Teaching Time: 12 hours approx.)
Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 4)

Tehad. TR, (2012) AR siderd. 3nfewre. 73 ealr. 3MRTe seldeds. (3reamT
4)

Lahiri, Nayanjot (2015) Ashoka in Ancient India. New Delhi: Oriental Blackswan
Raychaudhary, H.C. (rev edn 1997). Political History of Ancient India. New Delh: OUP
Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson. (chapter 7)

e, 3R, (2016). ITT TE & FAEAHTCNA AR T STAGTH: TS0 ehiel § 1247 QrcTecy

d. 5 feedl. Uawae. @rear 7)

Thapar, Romila. (2012). Ashoka and the Decline of the Mauryas, third edition, New Del-hi:
Oxford University Press. (All Chapters) '

AT, VAT, (2005). 312Nk 3R A GraarsT &1 gd=. e, 72 f2red. @8 sream)

Unit VII: This Unit shall familiarize the students with important political, economic and social

developments that took place in the Tamilakam area of the Indian subcontinent. (Teaching
Time: 4 hours approx.)

Karashima, Noborou (Ed.). (2014). A Concise History of South India. New Delhi: Oxford
Uni-versity Press. (Chapter 2)
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Sastri, K. A. Nilakantha. (1955) A History of South India from Prehistoric Times to the fall
of Vijayanagar. New Delhi: OUP (also available in Hindi)

Singh, Upinder. (2013). A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India: From the Stone Age
to the 12th century. New Delhi: Pearson (chapter 8)

e, 3feR. (2016). Uit Ua qa ALTeTelled SR T S{AETH: UINTOT &hiel § 1247 eTdTedr

. 3 o). RREsT. 3ream 8)

Unit VII: This Unit will provide the students with an understanding about the key-developments

that took place in North and western India under the post — Mauryan dynasties, especially the
Kushanas and Satvahanas.(Teaching Time: 8 hours approx.)

Chakravarti, Ranabir. (2010). Exploring Early India Up to C. AD 1300. New Delhi:
MacMillan. (Chapter 5)

TehddT. TVTER. (2012) AR sfaer. snfeerd. 75 feealr. 3MRTc seldhed (3¢ 5)
Sahu, B.P. (2015) Society and Culture in Post-Mauryan India c.200 BC to AD 300. A
People’s History of India series. New Delhi: Tulika Books. (also available in Hindi)

Sharma, R.S. (2015). Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India. Delhi: Mo-
tilal Banarasidas. (Chapters 18 and 19)

AT, 3R, TH. (2000). YN $RT & Ioelide [GOR Td FEAW. el IaThd
THTRIT. GERT HEROT. (3T 18 T 19)

Suggestive readings

Basham, A.L. (1967). The Wonder That Was India. New Delhi: Rupa & Co.

Thapar, Romila. (2013) Cultural Pasts: Essays in Early Indian History. New Delhi: Oxford
Univer-sity Press.

Kosambi, D. D. (1975). An Introduction to the Study of Indian History. New Delhi: Popular
Pra-kashan.

Ray, H. P. (1986). Monastery and Guild: Commerce under the Satavahanas. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006). The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology: The
Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press.

Lahiri, Nayanjot. (2002). The Decline and Fall of the Indus Civilization. New Delhi:
Permanent Black.

Gurukkal, Rajan. (1995). “The Beginnings of the Historic Period: The Tamil South” in
Romila Thapar (Ed.), Recent Perspectives of Early Indian History. Bombay: Popular
Prakshan.

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch,

University of Delhi, from time to time.
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