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Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:
» To introduce the paradigmatic foundations of psychological research
+ To understand the differences between the quantitative and qualitative traditions of

research in psychology

o Present the essential considerations of research in Psychology
» Introduce the process, designs and techmques of data—analyms in the quantitative and

qualitative research tradition

-Learning Outcomes

After completing this course, the student will be able to: ,
¢ Critically analyse and compare paradigmatic frameworks and their underlying

assumptions and contributions to the field of psychology

.o Appreciate the nuances of quantitative and qualitative traditions of research in

~ Psychology and select an appropriate research tradition for their own research problems.

o Understand the commonalities and differences in features, goals, steps, sampling
procedures and ethics of quantitative and qualitative traditions of research. ‘

¢ Design a quantitative and qualitative research and select an approprlate method of data

collection and analysis.
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"SYLLABUS OF DSE - 4 :
Unit - I ‘ o (18 hours)
Essential considerations of Psychologlcal Research
Paradigmatic considerations: Positivist, Post -positivist, Interpret1v1st Critical Paradigm, and
Constructivist. ‘
Psychological research: Goals of research; Steps of Research - Problem identification,
Hypothesis formulation, Designing the research,. Data collection, Data analysis, and
Interpretation; Common research forms - exploratory, descriptive and explanatory;
Quantitative and Qualitative research traditions - overview, and differences.

Sampling: Defining Population and Sample, Sampling bias (Sampling error and Non sampling
e11o0T1), Types of Probabxl:ty and Non- plobablhty samplmg

Unit —IT S . {12 hours)
Quantitative Research Techniques
Experimental Method: Causality versus correlatlon Laboratory experiments and field
experiments; True experimental and quasi- expemmental design; Within-subject demgn
Between subject design, Pre and Post designs.
* Survey Research: The logic and types of survey; Designing a survey questionnaire. -
Issues of ethics and rigour in quantitative research.

Unit — 111 ' - . : (15 hours)
Qualitative Research Techniques

Methods of data gathering: Interview, Focus group. dlscusswn Case study, Observational
Method, Using secondary data sources. ‘ .

Techniques of qualitative analysis: content analysis and thematlc analysis

Issues of ethics and rigour in qualitative research. :

Orlentatlon to Mixed Methods Research: Combining quant[tatwe and qualitative approaches

Practical component — . ‘ . | o (30 hours)
Suggestive list of practicals:

1. To identify and illustrate the basw assumptlons of paradigms using different reséarch
works.

2. Designing a true experlmental or qua51-experunental study using any designs such as

- between-subjects, within-subjects, or pre-post designs.

3. Conducting a survey which may involve designing a questlonnalre collecting. and’
analysing the data.”

4. Conducting an interview (structured, semi-structured, unstructured, life- -history ete,)/
observation (participant or non-participant)/ focus group discussion (online or in-
person)/ case-study (smgle/multlple) as a method of data collection. The data obtained
may be analysed usmg a suitable method of data analysis such as thematic or content
analysis.

5. Designing a mixed-method study and writing'a detailed research plan/proposal for the
same.

‘Essential/recommended readings
Bryman A.(2004). Quanttty ana’ Quality in Social Research. London, UK: Routledge.
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Coolican, H. (2006). Intmductton to Research Methodology in Psychology London: Hodder
’ Arnold

Corbetta, P. (2003). Soczal Research: Theory, Methods and Technlques United ngdom
SAGE Publications. .

Creswell J. W. (2014). Research Design: Qua[ttarzve Quamztatave, and szed Meihods
Approaches. 4th ed. Thousand Oaks, California, SAGE Publications

Denzin, N. K & Lincoln, Y. S. (2018) The sage handbook of qualitative research. 5th Ed.
Sage .

- QGall, M Gall, I., & Borg, R. (2007) Educanonal research An introduction (Sth ed.}). New
York, NY Pearson Education )

Howitt, D., Cramer, D. (2014). Introduction to Research Methods in Psychology. United
ngdom Pearson .

Lammers, W. J., &Badia, P. (2005) Fundamentals of Behawoml Research. United States of
America: Thomson/Wadsworth ,

Mertens, D. (2020). Research and evaluation in education and psychology." integrating
diversity with quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods (5th ed.). SAG’E.

Neuman W.L. (2014). Social Research Methods: Qualztanve and Quantitative Appmaches
Boston: Pearson Education, _

) Wllllg, C. (2021). Introducing Qualitative Research in PSychology United ngdom Open
University Press.

Suggestive readings
Givens, L.M. (2008) The SAGE Encyclopaedia of Qualitative Reseérch Methods. United
Kingdom: SAGE Publications.

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination
Branch UmverSIty of Delhi, from time to time.
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