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Foundations of Pass
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Learning Objectives

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows:

To introduce students to the paradigmatic foundations of psychological inquiry

To present the essential considerations of design, rigour and ethics of knowledge
generation through psychological inquiry

To acquaint students of the quantitative and qualitative approaches of inquiry

To give an overview of the different methods of data generation for psychological
inquiry

Learning outcomes
After doing this course, the students will be able to

Critically analyse and compare paradigmatic frameworks and their underlying
assumptions and contributions to the field of psychology

Understand the ways in which the issues of ethics and rigour are addressed while
engaging in psychological inquiries

Appreciate the nuances of the quantitative and qualitative approaches of
psychological inquiry

Select and use the suitable methods of data generation for psychological inquiries

Unit — | : Foundational Assumptions of Psychological Inquiry (18 Hours)
Positivist & Post-positivist, Interpretivist, and Critical Paradigm
Quantitative & Qualitative approaches to inquiry

Integrating paradigms to advance interdisciplinarity

UNIT - II: Fundamentals of Design in Inquiry (12 Hours)

Types of designs in psychological inquiry-experimental, correlational, cross-
sectional, longitudinal, observational

Ethics- Balancing scientific rigour with ethical considerations, Guidelines for
ethical inquiry

UNIT - ll: Data Gathering Techniques (15 Hours)
Field Experiments

Survey

Interview

Case Study
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e Using secondary data and documents

Suggestive Practicals (30 hours)

e Students may be given different research works each rooted in one paradigm
and may be asked to identify and illustrate the basic assumptions of these
paradigms.

e Students may be asked to design a study with field experiment/interview/ case
study as a method of data collection. The data obtained could be analysed using
a suitable technique of data analysis.

e Students may be asked to design a survey based study which may involve
designing a questionnaire, collecting and analysing the data.

e Students can design a study using secondary data sources such as archives,
blogs, life-history documents, biographies, movies, documentaries, short
stories, advertisements, newspaper articles, policy documents, speeches etc.
They can then analyse the secondary data with a suitable method of data
analysis.
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Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination
Branch, University of Delhi, from time to time.
245


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-017-8950-9_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12646-013-0230-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12646-015-0319-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12646-015-0319-5

