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Learning Objectives

This course on Sanskrit Poetics and Literary Criticism aims at providing the students with the
knowledge of fundamental principles of literary criticism in the Sanskrit tradition on the basis
of Kavyaprakasa and Sahityadarpana.

Learning Outcomes

After completion of this course the students will be equipped with skills to assess the merits or
demerits of works on poetry, prose and drama. They will be able recognize various genres of
poetry, appreciate the objectives of poetry and also analyze the structure of a work in terms of
the essential ingredients of poetry as propounded. Students will be inspired and encouraged to
compose.

Detailed Syllabus
Unit I Introduction to Sanskrit Poetics

Origin and development of Sanskrit poetics,
Its nomenclature- kriyakalpa, alarhkarasastra, sahityasastra, saundryasastra.

1 Credit

Kavya-Prayojana (objectives) and Kavya-Laksana (definition, based on
Sahityadarpana)
Kavya-Hetu (causes) of poetry (based on kavyaprakasa).

Unit IIForms of Poetry ) 1 Credit
Forms of poetry: Dréya, Sravya, Misra, (campii)
Mahakavya, Khandakavya, Gadya-Kavya: Katha, Akhyayika (based on
Sahityadarpana)

Unit IIT Sabda-$akti 1 Credit

General introduction to Sabda-$akti (based on Kavyaprakasa).
Abhidha (expression/ denotative power)

Laksana (indication/ indicative power) and

Vyafijana (suggestion/ suggestive power).

Disclaimer: The syllabi are uploaded as provided by the Faculty concerned to the Academic Council.
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Unit IV 1 Credit
Rasa-sutra
Rasa: Rasa-siitra of Bharata and its prominent expositions (based on Kavyaprakasa):
Utpattivada,
Anumitivada,
Bhuktivada and
Abhivyaktivada.

Essential Readings

Sahityadarpana: (Ch.VIth), Karika 6/1,2,313-37

Dwivedi, R.C, The Poetic Light:, Motilal Banarsidas, Delhi.1967.

Kavyaprakasa, karikas 4/27, 28 with explanatory notes.

Ray, Sharad Ranjan, Sahityadarpana; Visvanatha, (Ch I, VI & X) with Eng. Exposition,

Delhi.
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Recommended Readings

1. T IJUTLATH, HEhd—aA =T, vt Fifa, T=ar &9, 3. 7., 1963.

2. Kane P.V., History of Sanskrit Poetics pp.352-991,
3. Kane, P.V., 1961, History of Sanskrit Poetics and its Hindi translation by Indrachandra
Shastri, Motilal Banarasidas, Delhi.

Examination scheme and mode: Subject to directions from the Examination
Branch/University of Delhi from time to time.
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