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[ DSE 7: Sanskrit Theatre and Script Writing ]
Credit distribution, Eligibility and Pre-requisites of the Course
Course | Credits Credit distribution of the Pre- Department
title & course requisite of | Offering
Code the course | the Course
Lecture | Tutorial | Practical/
Practice
Sanskrit | 04 3 1 0 Working Sanskrit
Theatre Knowledge
and of Sanskrit
Script
Writing

Learning Objectives

The history of theatre in India is very old, the glimpses of which can be tracessed in the hymns
of Rigveda. The dramaturgy was letter developed by Bharat. The objectives of this curriculum
are to help students are identify the richness of drama and to become aware of the classical
aspects of Theatre.

The acting is connected with the practical aspects of the play works. It portrays a close
relationship of the scriptwriter with the society he lives in. This paper aims at teaching the
theoretical aspects of this art. The practice of composition and performance of drama can
further enhance one’s natural talent. This paper deals with the rules of performance of play and
dramatic composition and aims at sharpening the dramatic talent of the students.

Learning outcomes

e Students will be able to know about several theoretical aspects of theatrical
performance and production.

e They will become aware of the many types of theatres, their design and stage setting,
acting, dress and makeup etc.

e Students also become familiar with the main principals of theatre performance and
appreciation.

e Students will be able to know about the performance aspect of the arts in Indian
context.

e They will learn the skills of developing a story or an incident into writing of the script
of the play.

e Students will also be inspired and encouraged to prepare the scripts as well as perform
it on the stage.
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Detailed Syllabus

Unit: | Credits: 01
Theatre: Types and Construction
e Types of theatre: vikrsta (oblong), caturasra (square), tryasra (triangular), jyestha (big),
madhyama (medium), avara (small).

Unit: 11 Credits: 01
Acting
a. Abhinaya and its types: angika (gestures), vacika(oral), sattvika (representaion of the

sattva), aharya (dresses and make-up).

b. Lokadharmi and Natyadharmi Abhinaya.

Unit: 11 Credits: 01
Nature and Development of Plot
a. Nature of plot: Vastu: (subject-matter): adhikarika (principal), prasangika (subsidiary)
b. Source of plot: Prakhyata (legendary), Utpadya (invented), Misra (mixed);
c. Objectives of plot- Karya (dharma, artha, kama);
d. Elements of plot- Five kinds of Arthaprakrtis (caustations),
e. Five kinds of Arthopaksepaka (interludes);
Kinds of dialogue: 1. sarvasravya or prakasa (aloud) 2. asravya or svagata (aside) 3.
niyatasravya: janantika (personal address), apavarita (confidential) 4. akasabhasita
(conversation with imaginary person).

Unit: IV Credits: 01
Members of theatrical group
e Neta: Four kinds of heroes, Three kinds of heroines, siitradhara (stage manager),
vidiisaka (jester), pratinayaka (villain).

Essential/recommended readings:

1. Ghosh, M.M.: Natyasastra, Bharata, vol-1, Manisha Granthalaya, Calcutta, 1967.

2. Hass, The Dasariipaka: A Treatise on Hindu Dramaturgy, Columbia University,
NewYork, 1912.

3. Adyarangachrya, Introduction to Bharata’s Natyasastra, Popular Prakashan Bombay,
1966.

4. Farley P.Richmond, (2007), ed. Indian Theatre: traditions of performance, vol-I,
Origins of Sanskrit Theatre,

5. Ghosh, M.M, Natyasastra of Bharatamuni, vol-1, Manisha Granthalaya, Calcutta, 1967.

6. Hass, The Dasariipaka: A Treatise on Hindu Dramaturgy, Columbia University,
NewYork , 1912.

7. @i f5ady | @ha AreT ; Afee T ud geswe see, ateAer qieashere, e, 2018
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8. fgadt, Tomdr wHTE, AT il WA U ST UEUSd, TSTHH WA
faeett, 1963

Additional Resources:
1. A, =T, ATed ST TrEE, FER TgETT 9Rug, TeAT, 1981,

2. THTEeAd, TS, AT ATE: TR $iY T, gibg MY fereateETey, 9n,
1988.

3. AT, ALAT — FRATT ATSTIFIT AT ATAIRI, TATGTETE, 1967,

4. BOTdl, TUTEeAd, WA ATSITE AT I S fEea e, IiaET Teree,
faeetr,1999.

C.B. Gupta, Indian Theatre, Varanasi, 1954.

R.K. Yajnick, Indian Theatre, London, 1933.

Tarla Mehta, Sanskrit Play Production in Ancient India, MLBD, Delhi, 1999.
Allardyce Nicoll, The Theatre and Dramatic Theory, London, 1962.
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Examination scheme and mode: Subject to directions from the Examination
Branch/University of Delhi from time to time
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