
Readings 
• Atkinson, G., Dietz, S. Neumayer, E. (2007) Handbook of Sustainable Development, 

Edward Elgar, Massachusetts, USA. 
• Blewitt, J. (2008) Understanding Sustainable Development, Earthscan, London. 
• Bosselmann, K. (2008) The Principle of Sustainability: Transforming Law and 

Governance, Ashgate, England. 
• Cole, V. and Sinclair, A.J. (2002) Measuring the ecological footprint of a Himalayan 

tourist centre. Mountain Research and Development, 22(2: 132-141. 
• Khuman Y.S.C., Mohapatra, S., Yadav, S.K. and Salooja, M.K. (2014) Sustainability 

science in India, Current Science, 106(1): 24-26. 
• Kopnina, H. and Shoreman-Ouimet, E. (eds) Sustainability: Key Issues, London and 

New York: Routledge. 

• Piplantri: A Rajasthan village which celebrates the birth of every girl child with 111 
trees. Ministry of Women and Girl Child. Weblink: 
https://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/Piplantri.pdf 

• Planning Commission (1986) Towards improved local level planning for rural 
development: Lessons from some Experience. Multi-Level Planning Section. 
Government of India, New Delhi. 

• Sachs, J.D. (2015) The Age of Sustainable Development, Columbia University Press, 
New York. 

• SDG India: Index & Dashboard 2020-21, Partnerships in the Decade of Action, Niti 
Aayog Report, Government of India, New Delhi. 

• Soubbotina, T.P. (2004) Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to Sustainable 
Development, The World Bank, Washington, D.C. 

• Wackernagel, M. and Rees, W. (1996) Our Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human 
Impact on the Earth. New Society Publishers, Philadelphia. 
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Learning Objectives: 
• Develop an understanding about the Geography of Conflict and Peace Studies as an 

academic discipline. The course is organised around three principal themes: 
Introduction to Geography of Conflict and Peace Studies, Conflict Resolution, Peace 
building and Peace-making in spatial context. 

 
 

GENERAL ELECTIVE-GEOGRAPHY OF CONFLICT AND 
PEACE STUDIES (GE 11) 

246



Learning Outcome: 
At the end of the course the students shall understand - 

• Core Concepts of Geography of Conflict and Peace Studies 
• Conflict and peace related different perspectives 
• International and Intra state Conflicts with case examples 
• Historical experiences of Conflict Resolution at global and regional level 
• Peace making and Peace Building Process 
• They will also gain knowledge to explain and analyse world politics around different 

geographical contexts. 
 
 
Course Content: 
Unit 1: Introduction: (8 hrs)  

• Conflict and Peace: Definitions, Cause based classification of conflicts, Emergence of 
Conflicts and Peace Studies in Geography, Global Indices of Conflict and peace -Global 
peace Index, Global Conflict Risk Index 
 

Unit 2: Philosophical perspectives on Conflict and peace: (10 hrs)  
• Marxist, Socialist, Gandhian: key concepts, Global and Indian Experiences 

 
Unit 3: International and Inter state Conflicts: (9 hrs)  
• Conflicts in the International System: Treaty of Versailles and World War II, Intra-state river 

water and boundary disputes, Contemporary wars-Bio Warfare, Resource wars 
 

Unit 4: Peace making and Peace Building: (9 hrs)  
• Concept, Process, approaches; India ‘s Soft Power and peace-making, India’s participation in UN 

peace keeping 
 

Unit 5: Conflict Resolution - Global and National case studies: (9 hrs)  
• Geneva Convention, Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907, North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) , Formation of League of Nations, Establishment of United Nations ; 
National Panchsheel Principles , Indian Peace Accords 

 
Readings 

• Audrey Kobayashi (ed), 2015, Geographies of Peace and Armed Conflict, Routledge 
• Tim Marshall ,2016, Prisoners of Geography, 2016, Elliott & Thompson Limited 
• Tim Marshall, 2021.THE POWER OF GEOGRAPHY: Ten Maps That Reveal the Future of 

Our World, Elliott & Thompson Limited 
• Robert D. Kaplan ,2013, The Revenge of Geography: What the Map Tells Us About 

Coming Conflicts and the Battle Against Fate, RHUS; Reprint edition 
• John Schwarzmantel, Hendrik Jan Kraetzschmar (ed) , 2013,Democracy and Violence: 

Global Debates and Local Challenges , Routledge; 
• Colin Flint, 2004, The Geography of War and Peace: From Death Camps to Diplomats, 

OUP USA 
• Björkdahl, A., Buckley-Zistel, S. (eds) Spatializing Peace and Conflict. Rethinking Peace 

and Conflict Studies. Palgrave Macmillan, London. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137550484_1 
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• Nurit Kliot, Stanley Waterman, The Political Geography of Conflict and Peace,1999, 
Belhaven Press 

• Galtung, John, 1996, Peace by Peaceful Means, Sage 
• Nicholas John Spykman ,1944, The Geography Of The Peace, Harcourt, Brace And 

Company, Inc. 
• Brown, Michael E, Owen R. Cote, Sean M. Lynn-Jones & Steven E. Miller, eds., 1998, 

Theories of War and Peace. An International Security Reader. Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press 

• Bercovitch, Jacob, et.al. 2009. The Sage Handbook of Conflict Resolution. New Delhi: 
Sage Publication. 

• Azar, Edward E., 1990, The Management of Protracted Social Conflict: Theory and 
Cases Aldershot: Dartmouth 

• Berrovitch, Jacob and Jeffery Z. Rubin, (eds), Mediation in International Relations: 
Multiple Approaches to Conflict Management, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 

• Burton, John, 1990, Conflict: Resolution and Prevention, London: Macmillan. 
• Elshtain, Jean Bethke, 1995, Women and War, Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
• Kriesberg, Louis, et.al., eds., 1989, Intractable Conflicts and their Transformation, 

Syracuse University Press, 
• Kriesberg, Louis and Thorson, Stuart J., eds., 1991, Timing and the De-escalation of 

International Conflicts,Syracuse: Syracuse University Press 
• Lederach, John Paul, 2004, Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided 

Societies, Princeton: Princeton Uni Press, 
• Miall, Hugh, Ramsbotham and Woodhouse, Tom, 1999, Contemporary Conflict 

Resolution: The Prevention, Management and Transformation of Conflicts, 
Cambridge: Polity Press. 

• Michael, C.R., 1981, The Structure of International Conflict, London: Macmillan, 
• Parekh, Bhikhu,1989, Gandhi’s Political Philosophy: A Critical Examination, London: 
• Parekh, Bhikhu, 2001, Gandhi, (London: Oxford Paperback,) 
• Vayreynen, Raimo, Dieter Senghaas and Christian Schmidt (eds.), 1987, The Quest for 

Peace: Cultures and States, California: Beverly Hills 
• Wallensteen, Peter (ed.),1998, Preventing Violent Conflicts: Past Record and Future 

Challenges, Uppsala University: Sweden: Department of Peace and Conflict Resolution 
• Zartman, I. William and Rasmussen, J. Lewis. (eds.) 1997, Peace-making in 

International Conflict Methods & Techniques, Washington, DC: US Institute of Peace 
Press, 

• Chomsky, Noam,1999, World Orders: Old & New, Oxford University Press 
• Bose, Anima. 1987. Dimensions of Peace and Non-violence: The Gandhian 

Perspectives, Juergensmeyer, Mark. 2003. Gandhi’s Way: A Handbook of Conflict 
Resolution. New Delhi: Oxford 
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