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PERCUSSION MUSIC TABLA/PAKHAWAJ 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC ELECTIVE COURSE (DSE-6a) 

SEMESTER VIII 

TALA SYSTEM 

  
 

Course Title  

& Code 

Credits Credit distribution  

of the course 

Eligibility Criteria Pre-requisite  

of the course 

L T P 

Tala System 

DSE-6a  

4 3 1 0  Class XII Pass 

 Must have learnt 

for a minimum 

of 3 years at an 

established 

music institute 

or from a 

reputed artiste 

/guru 

Must have studied the 

following papers –  

 

 General Terminology 

(Sem I) 

 Talas and compositions 

of Sem I, II, III, IV,V & 

VI  

 

OR 

 

 Must have an 

understanding of the 

basic concepts such as 

Laya, playing 

techniques,Sound 

production on 

Tabla/Pakhawaj Tala & 

Basic compostions etc 

and their associated 

components 

 Knowledge of the 

Bhatkhande and Paluskar 

notation systems 

 Knowledge of the 

Kayada,Rela,Tukda,Paran 

 Knowledge of the 

Prachalit Tala. 

 

 

Course Objective  

 Student is introduced to ancient Margi Deshi tala system 

 Critical study of their respective instruments mentioned in ancient texts 

 To know how abouts of various popular classical and semiclassical vocal genres 

such as Dhrupad, Khayal, Hori, Thumri, Ghazal etc 

 Elementary knowledge of western staff notation 

 Course Learning Outcome  
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 The student studies about the ancient Tala system 

 He learns about the musical forms of Hindustani music 

 He learns to write the practical compositions according to the Notation system 

 He studies about the theoretical aspects of Talas 

Syllabus Theory (45 Hours) 

Unit I  Study of Tala Paddhati System & Tala’s Text (15 Hours) 

 Detailed study of Margi and Deshi Tala Paddhati. Knowledge of 

Karnataka Taal system.  

 Knowledge of Uttar Bhartiya Taal Padhati and Taalas used in Uttar 

Bhartiya Sangeet.  

 A brief knowledge of Talas used with Rabindra Sangeet.  

 Study of Tala‟s texts - Bhartiya Talon Ka Shastriya Vivechan, Taal Kosh, 

Bhartiya Taal Men Anekata Mein Ekta, Taal Vadya Parichaya,  Laya Taal 

Vichar Manthan, Taal Vadya Shashtra, Tabla Grantha, Taal Prabandha, 

Pakhawaj Ki Utpatti, Vikas Evam Vadan Shailiyaan. 

 

Unit II  Tala Notation System & Musical Forms (10 Hours) 

 Detailed knowledge of Hindustani and Karnatak Tala Notation System.  

 Knowledge of Laya and Layakari.  

 Brief knowledge of staff notation system.  

 Study of various  Talas used in Hindustani Music-Khayal, Dhrupad, Dhamar, 

Thumari, Dadra, Tappa, Kajari, Chaiti, Sadra, Jhoola, Bhajan, Gazal & Geet. 

Instrumental Music - Masitkhani Gat, Raza Khani Gat. 

 

Unit III  Tala, Chhand & Technical Terms (15 Hours) 

 Relationship between Tala and Chhand.  

 Knowledge of composing Tihai of different matras.  

 Knowledge of Tihai--Damdar, Bedam, Nauhakka and Chakradar Tihai.  

 Detailed study of Theka, Peshkar, Kayda and its prastar (Paltas), Bant, 

Rela, Rau, Tukda, Mukhada, Gat, Rela, Fard, Paran. Mathematical 

calculation of Chakradar- (Sadharan, Firmaishi and Kamali Chakradar). 



33  

Mathematical calculation of Chakradar- (Sadharan, Firmaishi and 

Kamali Chakradar). Mathematical calculation of Chakradar- (Sadharan, 

Firmaishi and Kamali Chakradar). 

 

Unit IV Compositions writing (5 Hours)  

 Prescribed Talas : Prachalit - Teentala, Jhaptala, Rupak, Tevra, Ektala, Chautala, 

Dhamar, Sooltala,Gajjhampa, Deepchandi, Jata, Tilwarda, Jhumara, Adachartala, 

Panchamswari, Dadra & Keharva.  

 Aprachalit Tala - Jhapswari, Basant Tala. 

 Prepare Tala Notation book of Talas & Compositions writing in different laya. 

 Tyapes of Gat 
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