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SEMESTER IV

[ DSE-5: Environmental Awareness in Sanskrit Literature

Credit distribution, Eligibility and Pre-requisites of the Course

Course title & | Credits | Credit distribution of the Eligibility | Prerequisite
Code ..
course criteria of the
Lecture Tutorial Practical/ course
Practice
Environmental | 04 3 1 0 Semester | Working
Awareness in Il Passed Knowledge
Sanskrit of Sanskrit
Literature

Learning Objectives

The main objective of this course is to make the students acquainted with the basic
concepts of Indian Environmental Science and salient features of environmental awareness
as reflected in Vedic and Classical Sanskrit literature. The National culture of every country
depends on its environmental and climatic conditions and human behaviour towards natural
resources. Nature- friendly thoughts reflected in Sanskrit Literature have benefited the
human race for long. Many religious practices were framed by ancient thinkers as a tool to
protect nature and natural resources.

Learning outcomes

After completing this course, students will realize themselves to be a part of Nature and
Nature, intern, belongs to all creatures. They will learn to be a more careful about the
utilization and preservation of natural resources. This will make them better citizens of the
world.

Detailed Syllabus
Unit | 12Hrs
Science of Environment: Definition, Scope and Modern Crises:

Modern Challenges and Crises of Environment: Global warming, Climate change, Ozone
depletion, explosively increase in Pollution, Decrease in underground water label, River
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pollution, Deforestation in large scale. Natural calamities such as flood, draft and
earthquakes.

Environmental Consciousness in Sanskrit Literature:

Concept of ‘Mother Earth’ and worship of Rivers in Vedic literature; Brief survey of
environmental issues such as protection and preservation of mother nature, planting trees,
and water preservation techniques as propounded in the Sanskrit Literature. Buddhist and
Jain concepts of ecology, protection of trees, love for animals and birds.

Unit I 12Hrs
Environment Awareness in Vedic Literature:
Environmental Issues and Eco-system in Vedic Literature

Divinity to Nature, Co-ordination between all natural powers of universe; Equivalent
words for Environment in Atharvaveda: ‘Vrtavrta’ (12.1.52), ‘Abhivarah, (1.32.4.), ‘Avrtah’
(10.1.30), ‘Parivrita”’ (10.8.31); five basic elements of universe covered by environment :
Earth, Water, Light, Air, and Ether. (Aitareya Upanisad 3.3)

Three constituent elements of environment: Jala (water), Vayu (air), and Osadhi (plants)
(Atharvaveda, 18.1.17).

Natural sources of water in five forms: rain water (Divyah),natural spring(Sravanti), wells
and canals (Khanitrimah), lakes (Svayamjah) and rivers(Samudrarthah) rgveda, 7.49.2).

Environment Preservation in Vedic Literature:
Five elementary sources of environment preservation: Parvat (mountain),

Soma (water),Vayu (air), Parjanya (rain) and Agni (fire) (Atharvaveda, 3.21.10);
Environment Protection from Sun (Rgveda,1.191.1-16, Atharvaveda,2.32.1-6,
Yajurveda,4.4,10.6); Congenial atmosphere for the life created by the Union of herbs and
plants with sun rays (Atharvaveda,5.28.5);Vedic concept of Ozone-layer Mahat
ulb’(rgveda,10.51.1; Atharvaveda,4.2.8); Importance of plants and animals for preservation
of global ecosystem; (Yajurveda ,13.37); Eco friendly environmental organism in Upanisads
(Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, 3.9.28, Taittiriya Upanisad,5.101)

Unit Il 12Hrs
Environment Awareness in Puranas and Classical Sanskrit Literature:
Environmental Awareness and Tree plantation:

Planting of Trees in Puranas as a pious activity (Matsya Purdana, 59.159;153.512 ; Varaha
Purdna 172. 39), Various medinal trees to be planted in forest by king (Sukraniti,4.58-62)
Plantation of new trees and preservation of old trees as royal duty of king ( Arthasdstra,
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2.1.20); Punishments for destroying trees and plants (Arthasastra,3.19), Plantation of
trees for recharging under-ground water(Brhatsamhita, 54.119)

Environmental Awareness and Water management:

Various types of water canels ‘Kulya’ for irigation : canal originated from river ‘Nadimatr
mukha kulya’, canal originated from near-by mountain ‘Parvataparsva vartini kulya’, canal
originated from pond,’Hrdasrta kulya, Preservation of water resources ‘Vapi —kipa —
tadaga’ (Agnipuranas,209-2;V.Ramayana,2.80.10-11); Water Harvesting system in
Arthasastra (2.1.20-21); Underground Water Hydrology in Brhatsamhita (Dakagaladhyaya,
chapter-54);

Unit IV O9Hrs
Universal Environmental Issues in the Literature of Kalidasa:

Eight elements of Environment and concept of ‘Astamirti’ Siva (AbhijAianasakuntalam);
Preservation of forest,water resources, natural resources; protection of animals, birds and
plant in Kalidasa’s works, Environmental awareness in Abhijiianasdakuntalam Drama,
Eco- system of indian monsoon in Meghdiit, Seasonal weather conditions of Indian sub-
continent in rtusamhara, Himalayan ecology in Kumarasambhava, Oceanography in
Raghuvamsa (canto-13).

Essential/recommended readings

1. HifeTg HIRET -Redl 3eJdle —3dR AT, Agldee TOHAGHN,

f&eelr, 1968.

2. gEcHigd- WA fafd, Rear 3eare- dca are s, 9arrs
ANPSUTCTH ThTRIeT, HFSS.

3. Tojde—@wal 3ffare Aigd, Hiddels, MdTe gL, IRSY

4. epalli — f&=cr 3regdle, SEerRiehy A, TiEser &hd TS, aRIoTE, 968.

5. MACATCHITRIAI - =cl 3iefare afgd, (FFdre) SileTeht =1y M, (1-2
#11aT) AT, IRER.

6. B, Aehled—del A AR TEHid, fewar afAfa, or=i3,1967.

7. fAary, AlgeT deg —3TScrashl 3TATEAT: ST 3R IRERT, 3ol
ng,ia?él, 2006.
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8. TAETEIhR, Hedehd — ITlel TR ATHAHGEAT I ST, TECAT Heo,
AL, 1968.

9. TERIFARIGEIRYFT YKld HRd &7 iHTToie v 3 sfagmd, Ardrere
TR, feeol, 2012 Hifeeia 319ET —Rear 3eldle —3¢gdiX AT,
Ag{dee doHTCH, [&eoll, 1968.

10. FgcdigaT- AT faTiad, fg=dr a«gdlq—qdaq ggre &y @ausT
HNPSUIETH T, HFSS.

1. Fopde- fowel 3efare; Afed, Aradeie, St grAleY, arer
12. qeeiifer — oY 3tegale, sieaARient T84, Tiaeer H&ha HRIST, aRIOTET, 968.

13. AeAcarerN AT - RSy 3icidie Afed), (FFdTo) Siiefehr =ATr 2T, (1-2
#1aT) AT, IRER.

14. 31, 3TETET— del H HRAT FEpid, o AT, o3, 1967.

15. fae@Teleh R, Tcdehd — ITeiel RAT ATHAHTEAT AR TSI, TEIAT Heo,
AL, 1968.

16. GeIFATATTI®TFT Uil IR & AT v 3T sfagma, Adere
JARHGH, fgeell, 2012

17. HFAqor - B 3eyare ariofter & v wevears B, Bl wifeea
& eled, Sellglelg, 1998

18. geNufarse - 9fiar 9, ARG FEOT
19. dfeiafaye - Senfeeeiufaye, feeeh, 1964

20. JFERUTHIUTAYE - (108 3ufelve) AES, F&ATo A TA. A, Aifd Fel,
gReaR, 1997

21. ¥ AGfAYE - (108 3ufAve) ATEs, Gagre A TH. &, AT Fof, sReaN,
1997

22. ACHIQROT - AT HEhd RIS, YT, 1907

73



Uit OF g,
L e,

)

- Department of Sanskrit

e University of Delhi
Under Graduate Course for Sanskrit
B.A. (Hons.) Under UGCF-22

23. 3=, 8.3, faeireT 3R 9, Arsfefther afeererd, Sierdy, 2005
24. fEASY, e &a, dat A e, et swepaum aRve, @6 2004
25. 93T, 1. &. , Fifelerd T Aligcd MYl aRveT #, ety g,

f&eel - 2009
26. QHATS, AT FHEUT (F&FATo), "FEh AT H¥ faareiar feech T&hd 3rhiea,
2006

27. Arthashastra of Kautilya—(ed.) Kangale, R.P. Delhi, Motilal Banarasidas 1965
28. Atharvaveda samhita.(2 Vols — (Trans.) R.T.H. Griffith, Banaras 1968.

29. Ramayana of Valmaki (3 Vols)— (Eng. Tr.) H.P. Shastri, London, 1952-59.

30. Rgveda samhita (6 Vols)— (Eng. Tr.) H.H. Wilson, Bangalore, 1946

31. Bhandarkar, RG— Vaishnavism, Saivism and Minor Religious Systems, Indological
Book House, Varanasi, 1965

32. Das Gupta, SP— Environmental Issues for the 21 Century, Amittal Publications,
New Delhi, 2003

33. Dwivedi, OP, Tiwari BH — Environmental Crisis and Hindu Religion, Gitanjali
Publishing House, New Delhi, 1987

34. Dwivedi, OP — The Essence of the Vedas, Visva Bharati Research Institute,
Gyanpur, Varanasi ,1990

35. Pandya, SmtaP. — Ecological Renditions in the Scriptures of Hinduism — I (article)
Bulletin of the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture.

36. Kiostermair, Klaus—Ecology and Religion: Christian and Hindu Paradigms (article)
Journal of Hindu-Christian Studies, Butler university Libraries, Vol.6,1993

Examination scheme and mode: Subject to directions from the Examination
Branch/University of Delhi from time to time
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