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Learning Objectives 

The learning objectives of this course are as follows: 

● To understand the fundamentals of palaeoanthropology 

● To understand the evolutionary process, assessment of skeletal variability of fossil 
remains, and modern humans. 

● To learn the role of palaeodemography and paleopathology in studying human origins 
 
 

Learning Outcomes 

● Student should understand the fundamental of palaeoanthropology 

● Should understand the evolutionary journey of early to modern humans 

● Student should learn the role of palaeodemography and paleopathology in studying 
human origins 

 
 

Syllabus of 

DSE-1 Unit 1 

(08 Hours) 

Dating methods, geological time scale, taphonomy and interpretation of the paleontological 
and archaeological records, taxonomic and chronological problems of fossils records. 

Unit 2 (08 Hours) 

Primate speciation and extinctions: adaptive primate radiation 

Unit 3 (10 Hours) 
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Evolutionary biology: Human origins: Development, distribution and fossilized evidence of 
Australopithecines, Paranthropus (Zinjanthropus), Homo habilis, Homo erectus, Archaic H. 
sapiens. 

 
Unit 4 (07 Hours) 

Primate and Non-Primate Models for Early Hominid Behaviour; hominization process- 
Evolution of hominid-human bipedalism 

Unit 5 (06 Hours) 

Palaeodemography- reconstruction of population patterns from skeletal analysis, 
determination of demographic variables in prehistoric populations and post-Neolithic 
population growth. 

Unit 6 (06 Hours) 

Palaeopathology- bioarchaeological approach of disease; effects of agriculture, urbanization 
and slavery on health and disease; colonization and disease with special emphasis on the New 
World. 

 
 

Practical (30 Hours) 

1. Comparative primate osteology 

2. Description and identification of the disarticulated skeleton of non-human primates 

3. Identification and description of fossil casts 
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Teaching Learning Process 
 

The process of learning will involve acquisition of subject knowledge and understanding of 
skills required for a paleoanthropologist. Process will involve lectures, class-room discussion, 
assignments and practicals. 

 
Keywords 

palaeoanthropology, paleopathology, anthropology, and evolution 

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch, 
University of Delhi, from time to time.
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