
CREDIT DISTRIBUTION, ELIGIBILITY AND PRE-REQUISITES OF THE COURSE 

Course title & 
Code 

Credits Credit distribution of the course Eligibility 
criteria 

Pre-
requisite of 
the course 

Lecture Tutorial Practical / 
Practice 

DSE - 
Anthropology of 
Development 

4 3 1 0 Class XII 
pass 

NIL 

Course Objectives 

• To understand the nature and scope of development, impact of development on traditional
as well as complex societies.

• To delineate the theories of the development policies and planning

• To analyze the factors of  social and cultural changes due to development

Learning Outcomes

• Students will have a theoretical understanding and will acquire the skills to examine the
development discourse from anthropological perspective

• Learn how to devise a plan for the resettlement and rehabilitation of the project displaced
people

Syllabus:  45 Hours 

Unit 1: Anthropology of Development 12 Hours 

Concept of Development, Indicators and Theories, Anthropology of Development: Aim and 
Scope, Contributions of Anthropology to Development 

Unit 2:  Development and Globalization 12 Hours 

Anthropology, Development and Post-Modern Challenges. Globalization and 
SocialDevelopment. Sustainable Development Goals 

Unit 3: Development Plans and Policies 10 Hours 
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Development Plans and Policies in India: Application of anthropological knowledge in planning 
and development. Community Development. Developmental Interventions: Role of NGOs and 
Civil Societies.  

Unit 4:  Development Discourse        11 Hours 

Displacement, Rehabilitation, and Resettlement. Involuntary Resettlement. Dynamics of social 
and economic adaptation during resettlement. Case Studies  

Tutorials          15 Hours 

1. Prepare an evaluative study/ a project based on any contemporary development Program 
inIndia by employing various sources viz. books, journals, magazines, government 
reports newspaper articles, etc. 

2. Presentation of the project and group discussion 

Core Readings 

1. Arce,Alberto and N. Long. 1999. Anthropology, Development and Modernities. 
London:Routledge. 

2. Cernea, M., and S. Guggenheim, (eds) 1993. Anthropological Approaches to 
Resettlement: Policy, Practice and Theory. Boulder: Westview 

3. Chambers, Robert, 2013.Rural Development: Putting the Last First,  London: Longman  

4. Dube, S.C. 1988. Modernization and Development: The Search for Alternative 
Paradigms. United Nations Press. 

5. Gardner, Katy., and David Lewis. 1996. Anthropology, Development and The Post - 
Modern Challenge. London, Chicago, Illinois. Pluto Press 

Suggested Readings 

1. Madan, T.N. 1983. Culture and Development. OUP 

2. Mair, Lucy.1984. Anthropology and Development. London: Macmillan 

3. Patnaik, S M 1996  Displacement Rehabilitation and Social Change : Inter India 
Publications 

4. Nollan, R W 2019. Development Anthropology: Encounters in Real World. 
Routledge. 

5. Escobar, Arturo. 1997. Anthropology and the Development.International Social 
ScienceJournal, Vol. 49, Issue 154. Pp.  497-515. 

6. Escobar, Arturo. 1991. Anthropology and the Development Encounter: The Making 
andunmaking of Development Anthropology.American Ethnologist, Vol. 18, No. 4. 
Pp. 658-682. 
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7. Mathur H M. 1989. Anthropology and Development in Traditional Societies. New 
Delhi:Vikas Publishing House  

6. Vidyarthi, L.P. 1986. “History of Applied Anthropology in India”. In L.P. Vidyarthi(ed.) 
Applied Anthropology in India. New Delhi: Kitab Mahal. Pp. i–xxxviii. 

 
Examination and Assessment 
 
Examination and assessment will be carried out as per the University of Delhi guidelines and 
notifications issued from time to time. 
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