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Learning Objectives   

The Learning Objectives of this course are as follows: 

To develop basic understanding of Phase, Component, Degree of freedom, basic
principles of phase equilibria,
To understand phase diagram of one and two component systems.
 The students will also gain an understanding of Binary solution, distillation of binary
solution, CST and distribution law & its applications.

Learning outcomes  

By studying this course, students will be able to: 

Understand phase equilibrium, criteria, CST, Gibbs-Duhem-Margules equation.
Apply the concepts of phase, conductance and distribution law while studying
other chemistry courses and every-day life.
Explain low and high quantum yield, photosensitized reactions

Syllabus 

Unit 1: Phase Equilibria         ( : 22) 

Concept of phases, components and degrees of freedom, derivation of Gibbs Phase Rule for 
nonreactive and reactive systems; Clausius-Clapeyron equation and its applications to solid- 
liquid, liquid-vapour and solid-vapour equilibria, Phase diagram for one component systems 
(H2O and S). Phase diagrams for systems of solid-liquid equilibria involving eutectic, congruent 
and incongruent melting points. 
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Binary solutions: Gibbs-Duhem-Margules equation, its derivation and applications to 
fractional distillation of binary miscible liquids (ideal and non-ideal), azeotropes, lever rule, 
partial miscibility of liquids, CST, miscible pairs, steam distillation. Nernst distribution law: 
its derivation and applications. 

Unit 2: Photochemistry ( : 8) 

Characteristics of electromagnetic radiation. Lambert-Beer’s law and its limitations, 
physical significance of absorption coefficients. Laws of photochemistry, quantum yield, 
examples of low and high quantum yields 

Photosensitized reactions, Jablonski’s diagram. Role of photochemical reactions in 
biochemical processes, chemiluminescence. 

Practical component Credits: 02 

(Laboratory periods: 60) 

Phase Equilibrium 
1. Determination of critical solution temperature and composition at CST of the phenol water

system.
2. Effect of impurity on CST of phenol-water system (NaCl and succinic acid).
3. Construction of the phase diagram using cooling curves :

a. Simple eutectic.
b. Congruent melting system(s).

4. Distribution of acetic/ benzoic acid between water and chloroform or cyclohexane.
5. Study of equilibrium of any one of the following reactions by distribution method:

(i) I2 (aq) + I- (aq)  I3
-(aq)

(ii) Cu2+ (aq) + nNH3  [Cu(NH3)n]2+
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Additional Resources: 

1. Moore, W.J. (1972), Physical Chemistry, 5th Edition, Longmans Green & Co. Ltd. 
2. Glasstone, S. (1948), Textbook of Physical Chemistry, D. Van Nostrand 

company,    NewYork. 

Note: Examination scheme and mode shall be as prescribed by the Examination Branch, University of 
Delhi, from time to time. 
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