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Learning objective:

This course is designed for vocational studies students to understand the Indian historical
perspectives on Environmental practices from Ancient to Contemporary times. It analyses the
close relationship between nature and culture. This paper will acquaint the students with the
socio- political policies and practices through history. It would further help in developing better
understanding of tourism practices.

Learning Outcomes-
1. Student will understand the significance of environment and environmental thoughts through ancient

texts.
2. Will learn the importance of environment in civilization, religion and medieval thoughts and practices.
Learners will become aware of colonial land & forest policies and nationalist resistance to it.
4. The pupil will come to know about Independent India’s approach to the environment.

had

UNIT I: An Introduction to History of Environment (4 Weeks approx.)
Nature and Environment in Ancient Indian Texts- Vedic literature, Dharmashastras and Puranic Traditions.
Indian Subcontinental Landscape. Environmental thought and environmentalism.

Unit II: Social Perspectives on Environment: Ancient to Medieval Times (4 Weeks approx.)

Harappan Civilization: Environment and human relations. Urbanization and decline of Harappan Civilization.
Nature: A key component of Jainism and Buddhism. Ecology and Landscapes in medieval Indian thoughts

and practices.

Unit III: Colonial policies, Nationalist Sentiments and Environment (4 Weeks approx.)

Colonial Land and forest policies: Ideologies and Implementations. Resistances to new regimes: Peasants,
tribals and Pastoralists (Case studies from any two regions). Gandhi and environment.

Unit IV: Independent India: Environmental Policies and Implications 11 Hours
Environmental policies: Forests, Wildlife- Human Conflict. Development Vs Environment. Major
environmental movements (Chipko Movement, Narmada Bachao Andolan, Save Ganga Movement): én
Alternative Socio-Political Perspective.



Practical Exercises:
1. Interactive sessions through group discussions or group presentations shall be used to enable learning of
Environmental history.

2. Supporting audio-visual aids like documentaries and power point presentations, and an appropriate field-
visit will be used where necessary.

3. Assess the understanding of theory and practical by objective and subjective assessment (Class test,
assignments, MCQs, Fill in the blanks and quiz).
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Delhi: Centre for Science and Environment, 1985
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Press, 1990.
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Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Grove, Richard, Vinita Damodaran and Satpal Sangwan, eds. Nature and the Orient: The
Environmental History of South and Southeast Asia. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2000.
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Suggestive readings-
McNeill J.R., Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of Twentieth Century
World. New York & London: W.W. Morton & Company, 2000.
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and London: Cornell University Press, 2001.
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Tulika, 2001.
Shiva Vandana. The Violence of the Green Revolution. London and New Jersey: Zed Books, 1993.
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Relationships. New York: Colombia University Press. pp. 205 -224.
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