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Learning Objectives:   

1. Understand the diversity of tribal cultures and their interface with the Indian civilisational 
values and ethos. 

2. Analyse the various tribal cosmological templates in understanding the eternity of Indian 
culture. 

3. Apply the aesthetics of tribal life as a key for holistic and sustainable living. 

Learning Outcomes:  

At the end of the course, the student will be able to: 

1. Understand historical and organic linkages between Indian tribes and civilisation. 

2. Analyse the formation of diverse identities of tribal cultures in Indian civilisation. 

3. Gain insights of tribal social institutions and their role in promoting the values of justice, 
co-existence, equality and sustainable living.  

4. Understand the role of tribal leaders in India’s freedom struggle. 

 

Unit 1:  On the Concept of Tribe in India         (4 hours) 

• Concept of Tribe  
• Distribution and classification 
• Features of tribes in India 
• Tribes as a significant component of Indian Civilisation 

Unit 2: Tribal Social Institutions       (5 hours) 

• Systems of Kinship 
• Family and its types 



• Gender relations 
• Rules of marriage 
• Tribal Polity and Indigenous governance 

Unit 3: Tribal Worldview        (3 hours) 

• Tribal religion and symbolism 
• Folklore, myths and legends among tribes 
• Cosmogony and schemas of living 
• Oral history and tribal poetry 
• Change and Continuity 

Unit 4: Tribes and National Freedom Movement     (3 hours) 

• Tribal movements and protests during colonial rule 
• Cultural, social, and political impact of Tribal movement 
• Role of tribes in India’s freedom Struggle 

Practical Components    (15 sessions of 2 hours each = 30 hours) 
 

• The students shall visit various museums having artefacts on tribal heritage  
• The students shall connect , network and participate in the cultural and food festivals of 

various tribal communities located in Delhi . 
• The students are required to visit the newly created Centre for Tribal Studies at Department 

of Anthropology which also has a historic museum with rich collection of tribal artifacts 
on livelihood and human evolution. 

• The students shall prepare small experiential notes highlighting the process of learning of 
human values from culturally diverse groups. 

• The Students will be encouraged to make small ethnographic films of not more than of  2/3 
minutes duration on various aspects of tribal life. In addition photo albums and video 
clippings should be collected on tribal life.  

• At the end of the semester, the students will submit a brief project report on any aspects of 
tribal life, highlighting the aims, methods and the findings (2000 words) 
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Examination scheme and mode: Subject to directions from the University of Delhi from 
time to time 
 


